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Dates for the diary
12th November 		Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week
10th December 		Years 1 and 2 Nativity - 9.30am Dress rehearsal younger siblings are welcome to attend.
11th December 		Years 1 and 2 Nativity  -  1.45pm First Performance (no younger siblings)
12th December 		Years1 and 2 Nativity - 9.30am  Second performance (no younger siblings)
13th December 		Early Years Christmas singing performance followed by mince pies – 2pm start
17th December		Year 3 Christmas church service 2pm – Year 3 parents welcome to attend
13th December		Parent Rep meeting 9am
20th December		Last day of term 2
6th January 2025	INSET day
7th January 		First day of term 3

Friday 8th November 2024
I hope you enjoyed a relaxing, peaceful half term and are now set and ready for Term 2, otherwise known as the “tinsel term”.   Over the next seven weeks, Christmas spirit will be incrementally ratcheted up from its current state of mild annoyance (Christmas adverts, already – in October – really!?”) to full blown festive euphoria.  We have streamlined Christmas a little this year to help things move more smoothly and avoid an events overload towards the end of term.  Reception will do a short carol concert (followed by mince pies!), and Years 1 and 2 will lead a nativity together; both will take place in the larger junior hall.  Year 3 will lead a Christmas service in the church.  The dates and times of the performances are above.

Just for a change, there is plenty about parking, driving and other road-related issues in this newsletter.  There is some information below about a project to improve the local streets.  We will all have our own opinion on any proposals and, for what it’s worth, my opinion of the current Tunbridge Wells approach to car use can be summed up by the following cartoon. Just transpose “Piglet” with “a healthy and safe environment” and “bacon sandwich” with “car”.
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Better Streets project
In November last year, I had a meeting with the Tunbridge Wells Better Streets project, to discuss the issues around St James’ at drop off and pick up times.  They have now developed some proposals and are seeking the views of residents – I have attached a flyer to this email.

In the interests of openness, in our meeting last year I raised the following concerns:

· High volumes of traffic and congestion on Sandrock Road leading to high levels of pollution;
· Inconsiderate, illegal and sometimes dangerous parking by parents;
· Speeding by people in cars, especially those rat-running through Ferndale or the smaller roads;
· Large commercial vehicles blocking the road, mounting the curbs near the school or being driven in an unsafe manner;
· Parents idling their cars while waiting in the roads near to the school, further increasing air pollution; 
· Dangerous car driving and maneuvering around the school, including mounting the pavement and dropping off children at unsafe locations;
· The complete absence of any safe routes for cyclists across the town – for those using active travel Tunbridge Wells is decades behind the curve for a town as large and high profile.

At peak times these issues make the narrow, overcrowded and sometimes slippery brick pavements (and the single safe crossing point) at least unpleasant and sometimes unsafe for pedestrians.   Overall, this adds up to an unsustainable, stressful and unsafe environment for the school run, which, to be honest, we have all just become used to; because cars and motorised vehicles are causing these issues we have been conditioned (through motonormativity) to accept it as just one of those things. 

Obviously, this is my perspective, which is motivated solely by pupil safety and wellbeing, but I fully understand that residents may see things differently.  There are meetings planned and a survey on the proposals that have been made, and the flyer for these is attached to this email.  I do encourage you to respond and make your views known.

Three point turns near the school
Please do not perform three-point-turns after dropping off.  This holds up the traffic, and those carrying out this manoeuvre invariably mount at least one pavement, which puts children at risk – remember that children are, by their very nature, very small, that they move very quickly and that visibility from inside a car is rubbish.

Secondary applications
The deadline has now passed to apply for a secondary school place if you have a child in Year 6.  If you have not applied yet or are unsure, please contact us urgently – if you do not make an application your child will not have a place at a local secondary school but will be allocated any school in Kent.

Primary applications
The window is now open to apply for a place at St James’ if your child is due to start school in September 2025.  You need to apply via the KCC website in addition to completing a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which you will need to complete and return to Angie in the school office.  Both the online application and the paper form are necessary for a successful application.  If you have any questions, concerns or issues during your application please get in touch – we are always happy to help you.  You have until the 15th January to make your application.  There is only one St James’ in the Tunbridge Wells/Sevenoaks area but, just in case, our school number is 3322.

Lost property
We have a vast amount of unclaimed and mostly unnamed uniform in lost property, particularly very small items.  Remember that everything your child wears or brings to school must be named as otherwise there is a high risk of loss.   We will hang onto it until the end of next week (15th November) after which we will give it to the PTA for resale as we do not have the space to store everything.

Lost property is kept by the main school entrance.

Parent Rep meeting
If you are a Parent Rep and free for a meeting after drop off on Friday 13th [spooky “wooo” noise] December, then it would be lovely to meet you to talk about how the term has started, what the school’s plans are for the year ahead and share thoughts and ideas.  We will meet straight after drop off and will do our best to keep it under an hour in length.

Space 2B Me
Space 2 Be Me is an organisation which offers support for children with additional needs and their families in West Kent.  Please see attached information about a Panto trip to the Assembly Halls Theatre they are organising – the booking deadline is 15th November.

Year 5 marvellous middle
On Monday 4th November, Year 5 enjoyed the Marvellous Middle for their Viking Topic. Around the Forest School fire, they listened attentively to sagas told by a Viking Skald (a professional storyteller and bard). Whilst they listened, they wove braids using a Viking trollen wheel. In addition to their learning about Viking weaving techniques and stories, they had time to play like real Viking children - without any technology! How exciting!
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Year 2 at the church
Here is a photo of our wonderful Year 2s at their Harvest Service on Tuesday before half term. They all did a fab job, everyone spoke really clearly and confidently and we're very proud of them. Well done everybody!
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Carroty Wood
Year 3 and Forest School had an incredible time at Carroty Wood before half term, building massive dens and challenging themselves on the Low ropes assault course. We went on an exciting walk in the dark through the woods and ended the day with a big campfire and lots of enthusiastic singing.

Huge thanks to the parent helpers who changed all the bedding and lugged luggage and cleaned bathrooms, without whom this trip would not be possible. Equally big thanks to all the staff who attended, giving up their free time to make sure the Year 3s had the most memorable trip and especially to the legendary Mrs Philips for managing all the cooking! 

Lastly, massive congratulations to our Year 3s, many of whom had not stayed away from home before, but bravely faced this new adventure and came out the other side proud of their new independence and achievements. Well done YOU!
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Calling all volunteers 
If you feel you would be able to volunteer some of your time to help in our school, we would love to hear from you as we are looking for people to listen to children read across many year groups. Even one hour a week would be appreciated. Please speak to Mrs Woolcott in the office if you are interested. You will need to complete an application form, give two character references and have a DBS check carried out.  However in return we can offer you time spent with the best children in the world*. 
Miss Hayward

*Miss Hayward's personal opinion but I dare anyone to contradict this!

Sporting news
Here are some photos from Friday’s football club with the children who were nominated as Stars of the Week last term.  
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We have also had a fabulous time taking children to Sevenoaks school. Last term we took our Sports Leaders to have the opportunity to learn how to play Badminton and they all loved having a wonderful sports hall to learn in. This term I am taking 12 children to Sevenoaks school to play tennis under the guidance of the sports leaders again and all the children have been amazing with their zest to try all the games given to them and really put 100% effort on every task set. They have really made me proud and it’s very special to watch them thrive in a sporting environment. They are playing on indoor tennis courts which are amazing.

Mrs Naismith

Key Stage 2 Accelerated Reader Challenges 8th November 2024
Here are the overall winners from the last week of last term (24th October 2024)

	Individual Highest Word Count
	Class Highest Word Count

	Individual Most Quizzes Passed
	Class Most Quizzes Passed


	Lux in Osprey Class
1,281,091 words

	Osprey Class
2,967,137 words
	Naomi in Swift Class
18 quizzes
	Dormouse Class
102 quizzes



As well as Osprey Class, two more classes also read over 2 million words that week. They were Kestrel Class (2,350,824 words) and Owl Class (2,156,602 words). 
· Term 1 Winners
Our Key Stage 2 children engaged in a phenomenal amount of reading last term. Almost every class read over one million words each and, in total, there were 49,608,772 words read and 4,433 quizzes passed. A-MA-ZING! 
Here are the overall winners:
	Individual Highest Word Count
	Class Highest Word Count

	Individual Most Quizzes Passed
	Class Most Quizzes Passed


	Lux in Osprey Class
2,261,082 words

	Osprey Class
10,373,502 words
	Hela in Swift Class
168 quizzes
	Swift Class
809 quizzes



Our Word Millionaires for Term 1 were:
	Pupil
	Class
	Word Count


	Lux
	Osprey
	2,261,082

	Isabelle W
	
	1,712,931

	Sasha
	Chaffinch
	1,310,750

	Naomi
	Dormouse
	1,252,473

	Dylan
	Stoat
	1,223,937

	Victoria
	Kestrel
	1,207,613

	Aaron
	Vole
	1,165,309

	Leo B
	Dormouse
	1,012,970




· This week’s winners (8th November 2024):
	Individual Highest Word Count
	Class Highest Word Count

	Individual Most Quizzes Passed

	Class Most Quizzes Passed


	Lux in Osprey Class
407,251 words

	Osprey Class
1,724,251 words
	Hela in Swift Class
15 quizzes
	Swift Class
107 quizzes



In addition to Osprey Class, five more classes read over one million words this week - Stoat, Vole, Swift, Kestrel and Owl. 

Huge congratulations to all our winners and Thank You for continuing to encourage and support your child’s reading. 
Mrs Simpson


Enjoy the weekend!  
John Tutt              
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